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Sermon One with Children

GatheringHymn Now We Join in Celebration ELW 462

Confession and Forgiveness

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our
Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all
that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the
struggle to which we were called at

baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this
night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor,
and enter the celebration of the great Three Days recon-
ciled with God and with one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight



in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of @ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.

The assembly is seated. People may come forward for the laying on of
hands.

The minister, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in
turn.

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, |
forgive you all your sins.
The person may respond Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal,
Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as
he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and
give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.

C: Amen.

Choir Special Music Go to Dark Gethsemane

First Reading Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
*The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of

Egypt: *This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for



each household. “If a household is too small for a whole
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of
people who eat of it. [*Your lamb shall be without blemish,
a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from
the goats. ®°You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of
this month; then the whole assembled congregation of
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of
the houses in which they eat it. °They shall eat the lamb
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its
head, legs, and inner organs. *You shall let none of it
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the
morning you shall burn. ] “This is how you shall eat it:
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passo-
ver of the LORD. **For | will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods
of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD. *The
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

*This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LoRD; throughout
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

"l love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened
to my supplication,

*for the LORD has given ear to me whenever | called.



“How shall I repay the Lorb for all the good things God
has done for me?

1 will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of
the LoRD.

*I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all
God's people.

*>Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your
servants.

**0 LoRp, truly | am your servant;

| am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have

freed me from my bonds.

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call
upon the name of the LORD.

8| will fulfill my vows to the LoRD in the presence of all
God’s people,

“in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of
you, O Jerusalem.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

*3For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took
a loaf of bread, **and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” *’In the same way he took the cup
also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.” **For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God

Gospel
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew 26:17-30

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
0On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, "Where do you want us to make the



preparations for you to eat the Passover?" **He said, "Go
into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher
says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover at your house
with my disciples.™ **So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.
*When it was evening, he took his place with the

twelve; **and while they were eating, he said, "Truly | tell
you, one of you will betray me." **And they became greatly
distressed and began to say to him one after another,
"Surely not |, Lord?" **He answered, "The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl! with me will betray me. **The
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been born." **Judas, who
betrayed him, said, "Surely not |, Rabbi?" He replied, "You
have said so."

**While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and
said, "Take, eat; this is my body." *’Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from
it, all of you; **for this is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. *I tell you, |
will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day
when | drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom."
*When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Two

Hymn of the Day When Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all in need.
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A brief silence.

God who kneels to wash our feet, gather your church
around the world during this holy week. Humble the
powerful and lift up any who are marginalized. Renew our
faith and make us bold in service and love to our neighbors.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who blesses the grain of the soil and the fruit of the
vine, inspire in us a reverent care for the earth. Sustain
fields, gardens, and wild places, that all people are fed and
every living thing flourishes. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God whose greatest commandment is love, guide all who
govern by the principle of love. Transform unjust human
systems that oppress some for the gain of others. Restore
communities as places of justice and concern for those
who are vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who was betrayed, comfort people everywhere who
have suffered abuse at the hands of someone they knew
and trusted. Heal the bodies, minds, and hearts of victims
of exploitation. Help all in pain to know that you are near
(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who sits at the table with us, grant the joy of your
presence to people celebrating first communion today, and
to all who share the meal. Strengthen communities of faith
in grace and courage. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who brings new life out of death, we pray with thanks
for the lives of those who have joined the communion of
saints (especially). In our holy meal, connect us to the
faithful who have gone before us, and nourish us as your
people living today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One
who loved us to the end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Noisy Offering

Offering Prayer

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.
Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food
but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your
name.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me, after supper, he
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.




Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to
pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth asitis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

Prayer after Communion

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us
with the saving power of your suffering, death, and
resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so
work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth
in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus

for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve
your neighbor. God bless you F that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.

Sending Song O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  ELW 351

Stripping of the altar

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar, symbolic
of Jesus’ humiliation at the soldiers’ hands. As this is done, a
Psalm is read. There is no benediction, postlude, or greeting
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at the door.

We end in silence as this worship continues through Good
Friday and concludes on Easter Sunday as we celebrate
Christ’s resurrection.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004341.
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Calendar

Friday, March 29, 2024
3:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship

Sunday, March 31, 2024 Easter
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Worship Upper Church
9:00 a.m. Worship Lower Church

Announcements

Congratulations to Sammy Sable, Alana Sable, Walter
Skjolaas, Dalton Rockney, Rylan Veley, and Aleeah Veley
who are receiving their First Communion.

EKLC will once again be participating in the Blue Jay
Backpack program through the Cambridge Food Pantry.
We will be collecting foods to provide meals for students
during Easter break at the end of March. Please watch for
additional details and a list of the items needed in the next
couple of weeks!

Holy Week Services:

Palm Sunday- March 24, 9:00 a.m. worship

Maundy Thursday— March 28, 7:00 p.m. worship

Good Friday— March 29, 3:00 p.m. worship

Easter— March 31, 6:30 a.m. Sunrise worship Upper Church
9:00 a.m. Lower Church

11



12



